
Studying abroad pilot – demonstration and 
lessons learnt

Tomaž Klobučar, Jožef Stefan Institute
Final Event, April 12, 2023 (online)

DE4A has received funding from the European 
Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

programme under GA. No. 870635



DE4A has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under G.A. No. 870635 2

Contents

1. Use cases and services
2. Cross-border service demonstration
3. Benefits and lessons learnt



DE4A has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation program, under G.A. No. 870635 3

• Use case #1 – Application to Higher Education
• To enable an initial application for admission to higher education

• Use case #2 – Applying for Study Grant
• To enable application for a study grant
• Support of academic (e.g. diplomas) and non-academic (e.g. 

disability/large family situation) evidence

• Use case #3 – Diploma/certs/studies/ professional recognition
• Recognition of higher education diplomas
• Validation of verifiable credentials and digital wallet, integration with 

European Blockchain Service Infrastructure (EBSI)

• Key elements
• Real students with eIDs, real data
• Portugal, Slovenia, Spain

Pilot Use Cases
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User-supported Evidence Exchange Between Authorities

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot

• Evidence exchange between competent 
authorities

• Students must explicitly approve service’s 
request for evidence

• Students must preview and approve transfer
of evidence from an authentic source to the 
service

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot
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Verifiable Credentials

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot

• Evidence exchange between a student and a 
competent authority (service or authentic source)

• Students store their evidences in a digital wallet on 
a mobile phone

• EBSI ledgers are used to validate institutions that 
issued evidence and check validity of the evidence

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot
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Services in Portugal, Slovenia, and Spain 

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot

https://www.de4a.eu/studyingabroadpilot
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Verifiable Credentials - demonstration
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• Simplified cross-border user interaction with the educational procedures, systems and 
platforms

• Fewer application forms

• Shorter procedures

• User-supported interaction pattern

• No need to look for evidence

• Verifiable credentials

• Control over the management of evidence

Key Benefits for Students
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• Reduced administrative burdens by re-using evidence from trustworthy sources 
• Improvement of the quality of student data and data processing effort
• No need for manual evidence validation

• Effort
• Slovenia: 30 minutes per foreign student for diploma validation, 15 minutes for responding to 

diploma validation requests from foreign universities for Slovenian students
• Spain, Slovenia: days for diploma validation of certain students

• Data quality
• Availability in electronic format
• Availability in structured format
• Completeness, correctness and availability of data
• Fewer errors

Key Benefits for Competent Authorities
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• eIDAS authentication

• Students typically do not have their eIDAS-based authentication means activated

• Non-notified eIDAS authentication scheme

• Integration of procedures

• The concept of a connector with an integrated AS4 gateway allowed for easier integration

• Canonical evidence data (SDG WG, Europass)

• Member states

• Regional jurisdiction over enrolment to the 1st Bologna degree

Lessons Learnt



Thank you for your attention

Any questions?

Tomaž Klobučar, Jožef Stefan Institute
klobucar@e5.ijs.si
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Project Contact: Ana Piñuela Marcos, Atos, ana.pinuela AT atos.net

de4a_info@lists.atosresearch.eu

@DE4A_eu de4a.eude4a
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